
What Wage Earners Have Accomplished in America
BY JAMES B. MORROW.

THE case.and there is none

greater, perhaps.was summed
up in a striking fashion by Ar¬
thur E. Holder, the practical

and philosophical machinist, who tells
Congress and the legislatures of the
states what labor wants and does not
want in the matter of national and local
statutes.
"During the month of September,

1793," he said, "the corner stone of the
Capitol in Washington was put in place
and work on the building was begun
immediately thereafter. British me¬

chanics performed most of the labor.
Their day started at sunrise and ended
at sunset and the average of the wages
paid was 50 cents.

*
* *

"One hundred and eleven years later,
which makes the date 1904, ground was

broken in the city of Washington for a

building that was to contain the offices
and committee rooms of the senators in

Congress. The work, which continued
three years, was almost entirely done
by American-born mechanics. Their
day was ef^rht hours long and their
average pay was $4.

"In other words, the workman of 1904
received in one hour as much money
as the workman of 1793 received In a

day that came in with the dawn of the
morning and only ended with the twi¬
light of evening. Labor's progress in
?he United States in the nineteenth cen¬

tury can be accurately measured, I
think, by the landmarks I have noted."
The year after the signing of the

Declaration of Independence, the select¬
men of Newburyport in Massachusetts
-.the colonies being: at war and work¬
men being few.thought it advisable to
establish a scale of wages. A carpenter,
by their action, in no instance was to
be paid more than $1.33 a day, the
length of which was from sunup to
sundown. Carpenters now, in some lo-
eaiities, receive $7 for eight hours'
work.
Masons at Newburyport were pre¬

vented by law from demanding more
than $1.50 a day. The wages of brick¬
layers, stonemasons and plasterers in
Kin range from $4 to $7, and they pull
off their overalls and hide or lock up
their trowels at 4 o'clock in the after¬
noon.
The day laborer of 1777 was given

75 cents a day and his board, or $1 if
h<~ boarded himself. His hours, too, were
from "sun to sun." Railroad section

ABRAHAM LINCOLN ROSE FROM
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hands, teamsters and other unskilled la¬
borers are now paid from $1.50 to $.1 a
day. The once humble hodcarrler in
more than one city sets 50 cents an
hour.

?
* *

All wage earners, with the exception,
possibly, of clerks, are living better
than ever before. The baker, who used
to work from ten to eighteen hours for
$1.50, is being paid from $2.40 to $3.60
for a day of eight or nine hours. Metal
workers, ^uch as blacksmiths, boiler-
makers. machinists and molders. not
many years ago received from $1.50 to
$3 for a ten-hour day. Their hours
have been reduced and their wages
have been advanced, so that the range
is between $2.50 and $8. Many a cigar-
maker is earning $7.50 in eight hours.
There are compositors, lithographers

and bookbinders who are getting S6 a
day. and structural ironworkers, plumb¬
ers, painters, steamfitters, marble set¬
ters and electrical workers who are re¬
ceiving $7 a day. Railroad engineers

and conductors, whose hours were un¬
limited, were once paid from $2 to $3.
They are now paid from $3.80 to $7.
The railroad fireman or trainman or
switchman who was glad formerly to
get $60 a month Is making from $2.45
to $4 a day. Telegraphers, with old
wages of $15 and up to a maximum of
$60 a month, are asking and receiving
from $55 to $150 a month.
In some instances, coal miners are

earning $6 a day. Long ago a miner
often died in debt to his employer, and
his sons had to pay it if they wanted
employment in the mine themselves.
They rarely earned over $2 a day.
The minimum pay of coal miners now

is $2.88, and their hours have been re¬
duced from ten, twelve or fourteen to
eight. Farm laborers were paid $15 a
month not many years since. They can
find plenty of places today, and better
treatment than ever indoors and out, at
double that amount.

»
* *

So a triumphal host, with music and
mottoes, will march this year on L»abor
day through the principal business
streets of every American city. The
wages of workers, with a temporary
backset now and then, have been going
upward, on the whole, sometimes slow¬
ly and sometimes fast, ever since that
great little ship brought the seeds of
liberty, equality and opportunity across
the Atlantic and planted them on the
granite-faced shore of Massachusetts.
Workingmen were passengers in the

Mayflower. King James of England,
when asked to give a protective char¬
ter to the Puritans, inquired: "Uut how
are they to live when they get there?"
"By fishing, probably," said a ''man

nearby.
"Very good: it was the apostles' own

calling." the king answered.
Thus the Pilgrims came with work in

their minds and willing hands to do it.
Of the hundred, one more than a half
died the first winter. Those who re¬
mained. although enfeebled by illness
and a scarcity of food, built a fortress
the next summer, finished seven houses,
cleared twenty-six acres of land and
planted crops of grain and vegetables.
It might be said, therefore, that this
continent was actually dedicated to
labor by the Puritans.
A year after their landing, another

ship, the Fortune, arrived from Kng-
land. Orj her return voyage the For¬
tune carried "a little cargo of beaver
skins." to quote John Fiske, "and choice
wood for wainscoting to the value of
500 pounds sterling." The second dedi¬
cation, consequently, was to trade and
industry.

In the Fortune, too, were a carpenter
and a saltmaker. Later, from the Eng-
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lish county of Kent, came a number of
ship carpenters. Tliey built ships for
the fishermen, each of whom was given
his share of ihe profits of the catch, or
corn from. a common store put aside
for his support if fish were scarce and
lie needed it. Every one worked. In¬
dustry was promoted and protected.

*
* *

All of the colonists were *vorking-
men and th'-ir wives workingwomen.
The first inhabitants were farmers,
trappers, carpenters, blacksmiths and
shoemakers. i'loth was woven and
made into clothing by their mothers,
wives and daughters. Lynn, in Massa¬
chusetts, now a stirring center of the
shoe industry, boasted in the year ltf34
that Philip Kirtland had opened a shoe-
making shop for the accommodation
of the public.

Fishing, the first industry of the New
England Puritans, was carried on in
ships. In consequence, as an incident,
another industry was established.

There were twelve shipyards In Bos¬
ton thirty years before the Fourth of
July, 1776. Seven hundred vessels,
some of them mounting seventy guns
each, were built In New England be¬
tween 1712 and 1720. Puritans who
were growing rich as merchants sent
the ships to the West Indies and to
Great Britain with cargoes of codfish,
lumber, cattle and furs, which they
exchanged for sugar, molasses and
manufactured articles.

In course of time shoemakers, ship¬
builders and sailors constituted three
important elements In the population
of New England. Carpenters also were
leading men in their communities
(George "Walton, a signer of the Decla¬
ration of Independence, learned car¬

pentry In Ilis youth), and blacksmiths
were looked upon as real captains of
Industry.
Nearly three centuries ago a work¬

man was killed in the shipyard of
Richard Hbllingsworth and the court
of assizes gave his family damages
amounting to 10 pounds sterling be¬
cause, so the Judge said, the tackle,
through Holllngswort.h's fault, broke
down and caused the accident. That,
perhaps, was the first American case
in which compensation for injuries sus¬
tained by a laboring man was ordered
by a court. Sympathy then ran with
those who toil and so it has ever since,
no matter what may be said to the con¬
trary.
Yet for several generations to come

hours were to be long and wages small.
There were few rich men in America
and life, even in England, was roush
and crude.

?
* *

The contest to shorten the hours o<*
labor was begun in Boston eighty-four
years ago. McMasters, in his "History
of the People of the United States." says
that the first strike of American work¬
men occurred in the city of New York
in 1802. Sailors, were being- paid $10 a

month. They demanded $14.
The increase being refused, the sailors

left their work and inarched along the
waterfront, headed by a brass band.
They coaxed or compelled other sailors
to join the procession. "The con¬

stables," however, "were soon in pur¬
suit. arrested the leader, lodged him in
jail and so ended the earliest of labor
strikes."
Thirty years later the master car¬

penters, masons, painters and slaters of
Boston met to debate whether or not
"the ten-hour sfrstem is a benefit." The
movement spread to other cities and
strikes followed at several places. The
building trades asked for a ten-hour
day. three hours instead of two for
their meals during July and August and
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(he privilege of stopping- work on the
Saturdays of summer, at 6 o'clock in
the afternoon.
After eight years of .agitation, the

ten-hour day was established In Bos¬
ton. During: the same year, 3 840. Mar'
tin Van P.uren, President of the United
States, ordered a ten-hour day at the
nevy yard in Washington. The na¬
tional government having acted in the
matter, ;he shorter day was slowly
adopted, but not without many strikes
and a great deal of commotion in pol¬
itics.
Candidates for public office were

elected and defeated on the Issue. Gov.
George F. Fori of New Jersey declared
.and his words were caught up and
aro «ti 11 being used by labor's speakers
and writers-.that "constant and unre¬
mitting toil prevents intellectual im¬
provement and leads to physical and
moral debasement." Fort was a physi¬
cian, and what he said had great
weight among the people. Working-
men came together throughout the
east, made speeches -and adopted reso¬
lutions.
Seth Luther, a mechanic and an in¬

telligent man, in his pamphlet publish¬
ed during the year 1832, said that the

worker's day in the mills of New Kng-
land ranged from twelve to fifteen
hours In length. Even so late as 1844
the day started at 5 o'clock in the
morning and only ended at 7 o'clock
In the evening. Thirty minutes were
allowed for breakfast and thirty min¬
utes for dinner, eaten at noon.
Women nnd children in the mills at

Paterson, N. J., so Luther stated, be¬
gan work at 4:30 o'clock In the morn¬

ing. Furthermore, textile operatives at
spme places were taxed to support the
churches, and if a. man, were regularly
absent from divine services on Sun¬
day he was In danger of losing his em¬

ployment.
Handloom weavers In Baltimore com¬

plained tiiAt they could earn only from
6» to 71' cents in a day of twelve hours,
and that they were unable "to pay for
the .chqollng" of their children. It was
not long before the workers of P.alti-
more left tfce benches and looms, and
with flfe and drum paraded In protest
through the principal streets. They
won their battle inside of a week, and
the ten-hour day was accepted by the
employers of that city.
Although the contest over the length

of the working day dragged on for
years, it was gained at last by labor.
And capital probably made more money
than was the case before the change
occurred. Better management of fac¬
tories and mills followed. The slack
was taken up In many directions. Grog,
for instance, vanished from shipyards,
where, by long practice, it had been
served twice daily. When Tliacher
Magoijn notified his men that no more

grog should bo drunk in his shipyard
they wrote the words, "No Rum," on
all his timbers and on the sides of his
carpenter shop. Some of the workers
struck, but the order stood.

*
? ?

Capt. Richard F. Trevellick."Dick " as

he was known in all parts of the United
States.was a ship carpenter in New York
when the day's work began just as "the
first, sunbeam gilded the tallest spire in
sight." He has shown the waste that
marked the old twelve and fourteen-hour
system.
Aunt Arlie McVane, he has written,

came to the yard at 8:30 o'clock in the
morning with baskets of doughnuts, gin¬
gerbread, turnovers and cookies. The
men spent from ten to fifteen minutes
refreshing themselves with her dainties.
"No one ever hurried/' Capt. Dick has
stated "during cake time."
Two hours later, Johnny Grogean ap¬

peared with a huge board of stick candy
and taffy. It required fifteen minutes
for him to sell his stock and take his
departure. At 11 o'clock "there was a

general sailing out of the yard and into
convenient grogshops after whisky."
The afternoon was much like the morn-
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Inf. except that Uncle Jake Grider w**

the rake peddler. His rounds -were mad*
at 3:30 and a? o'clock. Work stopped
whenever he appeared.
From the first, starting with the early

Puritans of New Kngland, labor has been
reformatory, socially and politically and
not without success. Down with monop
oiies: ir t ried away back in 1830. It th#n
argued for free public lands, the lien of
the laborer upon his own work for his
wages, the pholition of prison terms for
debt, the ending of slavery, a frener.il
bankruptcy law. equal rights for women
with men in all respects and the limita¬
tion of land ownership to 160 acres. Most
of labor's demands have been enacted into
the laws of the nation.
A printer. Benjamin Franklin, help¬

ed to write the Constitution. Millard Fill¬
more. a wood carver, became President.
Andrew Johnson was a tailor. Henry Wil¬
son. the colleague in the Henate of Charles
Sumner and the Vice President under
Qrarit, was a shoemaker. Another Wil¬
son. a coal miner by trade, is now in the
cabinet. And the ancient "sun to sun"
day has been cut finally to eight hours
by the national government and by thou¬
sands of employers.

(Copyright, 101C. by James B. Morrow.)
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[HERE are few mothers of younff

the safety of their own flock against
the scourge of Infantile paralysis.

So far, the origin and certain mode
of transmission of the dread disease
ha» eluded medical science; but the
profession is working hard to flml the
cause and prevention of the malady.
The United States government has from
the first evidence of the epidemic's
alarming persistence thrown itself into
the work of relief, and the public
health service is investigating and ad¬

vising in the interest of prevention
and cure of the disease.
The children's bureau has also taken

up again in this connection the ques¬
tion of home hygiene as its share to¬
ward protecting children in time of epi¬
demic. Women are in charge of most
of the work of this bureau, which is
a. important branch of the Depart-
tent of Labor M.iss Julia C. I-athrop

r: chief, with Dr. Grace L. Meigs
head oi the division of hygiene.
At V:o outset it is somewhat reas-

hurin'^ to learn from the Mireau that
»;y hout one in one thousand of the

; >puIation. even ^luring epidemics in a

.urge aggregation of people, is at¬
tacked by the disease.

Poliomyelitis, or infantile paralysis,
is "an infective communicable disease,"

iiich is readily conveyed from the
.«ick to the well, and there is reason to
relieve that t|lose who have it may
rive it to those who have not in the
aniest stages of the disease. Chil-
ir» :: under five years of age furnish
y far thf- greater number of cases.
The children's bureau directed the

attention of the inquirer to the follow¬
ing statement of the United State* pub-

health service: "There Is at present
i:t:r::ui t: i proof of the following
>urce* of infection: The secretions of

all persons ill with poliomyelitis; those
. onvalescen froir. the infection, and
'passive carriers'.that is. persons ap-
i arentlv well who are harboring the
specific. \ irus and discharging it in
their secretions."

The public health service further
*ays. "The evidence in regard to the
contagiousness of poliomyelitis may be
considered from two points of view.
First, from the incidence of the disease
among persons known to have been In¬
timately associated with poliomyelitis
patients, and, second, from the propor¬
tion of recognized cases in which evi¬
dence could be obtained of association
v. ith previous cases."
The virus of infantile paralysis leaves

DR. <.R\C K I*. MKIGS.
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th* body of the patient in the dis¬
charges of the throat and nose, and is
spread about by a coughing, sneezing,
^pitting and kissing. A single child suf¬
fering from any form of th« disease may

children in the eastern section
of the United States who are

not anxious at this moment for

* *

spread it broadcast among well children
if he is allowed to be with them. It
is, therefore, recommended that all dis¬
charges of the nose and throat be re¬
ceived in cloths and that these be
placed in paper bags and burned. The
virus of the disease may also leave the
body of the patient in the bowel dis¬
charges, which should be disinfected
and disposed of at once.
Up to the present time the most

essential rule appears to be the prompt
isolation of a child suffering from any
symptoms of illness, however slight,
if the disease has made its appear¬
ance in the community, or nearby
communities, until the doctor has
seen the case and determined the
nature of the illness. If it is impos¬
sible to secure prompt medical atten¬
tion. it will be well to k^ep any sick
child away from the well children for
some days. This cannot in any case
do harm and may prevent serious con¬
sequences.
In a community where the disease

has already appeared children should,
as far as possible, be kept at home,

MISS JULIA C. LATHROP,
Chief of children'* bureau.
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awav from places where children con¬
gregate, such as picnics, excursions,
journeys by boat, train or even on
street cars, from theaters, day and
Sunday schools. They should be for¬
bidden to use public drinking cups and
especially guarded 'from playing with
children who are ailing and fretful and
show definite signs of illness.
Where the disease has not yet ap¬

peared, parents will do well to remem¬
ber the safe rule that a healthy, well-
cared-for child has greater resistance
to disease, and to the effects of disease,
than one whose condition is below nor¬
mal, and whose vitality is low. .

*
* *

A scrupulous application of well under¬
stood rules for keeping children well in
summer (and at all times) constitutes the
chief resource of parents. A lew of the
more important rules as laid down by the
children's bureau are as follows:

1. Children need plenty of good fo«wl. projK-rly
prepared, of a kind ami quality adapted to their
tip* ami condition. I luring the l»ent of summer
it is fwiMM'taUy important to guard against giv¬
ing them anything which may lead to diarrhea
and other digestive trouble®.

'J. Children need plenty vf sleep. W lien they
cannot sleep the «-arly p*»t of the night on «<.-

count of liot bedroom* they should l<e allowed
to sleep an late as tliey will in the morning.It is doubtful whether any growing rhild nhouid
l>e wak< ned early in the morning. Out-of-door
aleeping Ik excellent.

3. Children need frequent baths, both for
health and comfort.

4. They should l»e protected against sudden
chill when overheated.

.V They should tie kept OUt of til* Mill ill the
hot part of the day, and should dress very
lightly during hot weather.

Houses should be screened against flies and
mosquitoes, both for comfort and for safety, as
insects are known to carry certain diseases
about, and it 1* possible that poliomyelitis is
carried by insect*.

7. Clean milk and pure drinking water are es¬
sential to the health of the family.

K. Cleanliness is one of the fundamental rules
of health. This means clean premise*, clean
houses, clean person*, clean clothing, clean food
and drink.

!>. Children need to lie kept que*l. Kxclte-
m«ut« <>[ s11 kind*. t«»o long continued, nr.- liana-

ful to the sensitive nervous j.Tstem of a rrow-
ing child.
Mrs. Max West, who is on the staff of

the hygiene division of the children's bu¬
reau, and who has given mothers much
specific information concerning the care
of the baby, says
"The room in which a young child

kept should have a constant supply of
fresh air, as the baby will be much le.s-;
liable to illness than when he is deprived
of It. In all the mild and warm months
the windows should be kept constantly
open night and day. Fresh air for young
children is of overwhelming importance at
this time.
'.Comfortable sleep duiing the heated

portion of the year is difficult to secure
and the most airy steeping room should
be chosen for the baby. It is better, if
possible, to keep him out of doors during
the afternoon and evening until the
rooms have cooled. If there is a screened
porch, he may sleep out all night, with
sufficient protection from sudden
changes in the weather.

*
* *

"Out-of-door .sleeping in summer, both
by night and day. is^excellent for the
young child, provided always that be is
protected from Hies and mosquitoes,
shielded from the sun and wind, r-.rid la
properly covered.
A baby should never bo r,ut down to

sleep in all bis <;Iothes. llis shoes, espe¬
cially, should be removed, and. unless
the weather is very cold, it is better
to remove the stockings also. Rut the
child's feet must always be kept warm.
"The mother should not. kiss the ba'oy

directly on the mouth, nor permit others
to do so, as infections of various kinds
are spread in this way. It \s of great
importance to the lire of every baby not
only to protect him from Hies," she
further says. for they are notorious
carriers of infection, but to keen them
away from his food, dishes and utensils.
To accomplish this ail the doors and
windows should be screened, and when
the baby-is taken out of doors he should
be protected, especially while asleep.
For this purpose, a screened bed of some
sort is necessary.
"The conditions which favor the

growth of flies about a house should be
done away with to the greatest possible
extent. The favorite breeding ground
of the common horsefly is in horse
manure, and with the partial elimina¬
tion of the horse by the extensive use
of automobiles and the consequent de¬
crease of stables the number of flies has
noticeably diminished. One stable, how¬
ever, will furnish flies enough to infest
a considerable district, and it is to the
interest of every health-loving citizen
to assist the authorities in enforcing
rules regarding the care and disinfec¬
tion of this great source of infection."

Mrs. West affirms that the child's
supply of milk should be the purest and
cleanest possible. "It should," she
says, "be the product of a tuberculin-

MRJi. MAX WEST.
Hygiene divlnioa. children'* l»ure«tt.

tested herd, one that is healthy, well
fed, properly housed and cared for and
milked by clean milkers into sterilized
utensils. The milk should be bottled
and oooled at the dairy and delivered
to the consumer in sealed bottles. The

SlnTloo^ mm:/r°houlTn"verbe
given to a young child.

?
. *

-In certain places it is possible to
obtain what is known as 'certified
milk, which is fresh, clean, pure, nor¬
mal milk of uniform composition and
highest quality obtained from health!
cows and produced and handled under
the supervision of a medical milk com¬

mission. with special sanitary precau¬
tions. Although the amount of certi¬
fied milk is as yet far too small, the
.lemand for it Ik stiea.i'ly lnc[f*8iThere can be no doubt that tht use
of cer..fi"d milk has been a great
factor in the reduction of deaths fron
infantile- diseases in recent years.
"AVhen certified milk cannot be had.

or some other milk known to be clean,
ii is safer to heat that which is used.

"I* rJn ,-v';'e.. since disease^erms do

eras
! k.a.,lhH.! Vs"' ne'l1eBSa.yKVi5Ski'nr thesl
in U,e l'eat of summer. These proc-
c«»ef, however, do not make good milk
out of bad. nor . lean milk out of that
which is dirty; they merely make* poor
thing a little less dangerous, and em
r.h-i«iice the necessity lor taisms the
itandard of local milk ijr°Uuct;on.
The children's bureau lays particular

stress upon the proper
children during a time of "/V1 heaviestsince infantile 1'^ralysis lass heavieBt
ii'. 'uls anon little ones up n\e > earsJf age the best foods for c hildren com-
iner within that period should he made
¦a c areful studv by mothers.
For infant: and their care in sick-

.egs and in health the bureau calls1 at¬tention to us own bulletin on infant
.Kich ii issues free to those ask-^for H Fo. food, for older children

it esweciallv recommends Larmers Builetln No entitled "Food for Young
Children " which will be sent upon re¬quest by the United States Department
of Agriculture, and which gives **J"uable information concerning this im-
portant branch of child hygiene.

/

A Hard Ideal.
«Tr> HE new ideal of patriotism.ii patriotism and preparedness.la
a hard ideal to reach up to."
The speaker was Representative

Gawlner of Massachusetts. He con-

..yes before this splendid Ideal the
soft and selfish citizen is like the farm

b°"irdgucse' the farmer said to his newrkiSTo ^
SSk% ^fef?o

S^-**A11 right,' said the farmer. 'In that
case, then, we won't have breakfast till
4:30 a.m.' "

A Lesspn.
mrs, FRENCH VANDERBILT wasiWl talking, at a luncheon in New¬
port, about 'a young matron of great
wealth who had deserted her husband
for a handsomer but by 110 means bet-*
ter man.

"When Blanc married Helen with her
thirty millions." said Mrs. ^ an^®rf>'!t'"he thought he was Bfepping straight
In.'?mP"orryefor Blanc. He has now-
learned that the richest girls make the
poorest wives.'

A Question.
KN LEONARD WOOD was praising,Ci at a dinner in New York, a certain

fighting general".
"Daring? Audacious?" said Gen.

Wood. "Yes, lie is all of that. A cer¬
tain strain of audacity, you know, is
n "<^autious"VoTdfers, prudenI soldiers.
1 ,.? as a rule go fat In short, the
man who looks before he leaps.does
he ever leap '"

ONE of the most vital aspects
from which the world views
the labor question today is
that which relates to woman

workers. The woman in industry.
that is, outside of the home.Is a
modern development; the world has
not known her Ion*? enough to gee
well acquainted with her and her
needs. She is such a new element, in
fact, and such a distinctly different one,
that she has experience/1 no small
amount of trouble in adjusting her¬
self.
Senator Jones of Washington has

already introduced a bill into the Sen¬
ate.which is being fathered by Mr.
Casey of Pennsylvania in the House.
calling for the creation of a woman's
division within the Department of La-
bor, independent of any bureau. It
was at the instance of representa-

mSS MARIE I* OBEXAl'ER,

tives of the Women's Trade Union
League and the National Consumers'
League that the bill was introduced,
and the General Federation of Wom¬
en's Clubs has heartily indorsed it.
These organizations comprise almost
three million women.
One of the strongest women among the

advocates of the bill is Miss Marie L.
Obenauer. Since 1911 a woman's division
has constituted a part of the bureau of
labor statistics of the Department of La¬
bor, with the duty of supplying practical,
statistically honest and impartial data on
which to base reasonable reforms of la¬
bor conditions that affected women.
Miss Obenauer was the chief of this

division; the majority of the compilations
of statistics relating to female labor were
written and gathered by her. She re¬

cently resigned to accept the assistant
directorship of a private organization for
investigating economic conditions and has
joined hands with that large group of
women who are making an effort to cre¬
ate a new independent federal agency, en¬
dowed with greater authority to deal with
the situation.
The present time, Miss Obenauer claims,

is a most urgent one for advocating this
government creation; and that as an an¬
ticipatory measure alone, it recommends
itself. For. not the least important phase
of the problem deals with the need for
action which will accompany the impend¬
ing ructions that American labor will feel
at the close of the European war.

*
* *

Along these lines Miss Obenauer talked;
it la a colossal subject and the interview¬
er asked her to discuss it in general be¬
fore any "opinions" were sought. Ac¬

cordingly. a vivid picture was painted of
the woman workers of this country, a

great bulk of whom appear to be laboring
under conditions that are thoroughly prej¬
udicial to health and morals. The situa¬
tion seemed bad, and there appeared also
a menacing cloud of chaos to follow the
close of the European war. Miss Oben¬
auer was asked to consider these threat-

v

ening clouds in definite terms. The in¬
terviewer asked first: What will happen
to American wage-earning women at the
close of the war? .r" i,."Only a courageous egotism ^ouJ°permit me to assume the role of
prophet," replied Miss OU-nauer after
.i pause. "On the other hand, it is but,e!'kless stupidity to go unprepared
for peace.to take no thougnt. for the
industrial turmoils that will come on
the wings of the battle-scarred jtove_"American wase-earners have a 'arge
stake to euard; American
Ing women no less than Amtncanjaef-earning men It is the part of
to insure against the °bv'°"s
and malje provision for probable con-
^
"J'erhaps 1 can best Illustrate y''*t1 mean by digging up the answer from

the reliable realm of experience. A
Ktudv of the drift of women into Amer-
ienn industry during the last tifty yeais
makes plain the competitive
of unskilled male labor from foreign
countries on the relative number or
women in industries which were once
largely in th- hands of women ana
which even now employ more than half
of ail the female labor engaged in
manufacturing" and mechanical pui-
suits.

?
* *

"I»ca! ructions ill Europe have at
times exerted a very marked influence
oil the bread-winning opportunities of
American women. For example, take
the attempted assassination of Alexan¬
der 111 of Russia, which resulted in the
enormous exodus of Jews from the do¬
mains of the czar to America, in cer¬
tain of our large cities great numbers
of Jewish men crowded into the cloth¬
ing trades, materially reducing the
relative number of women employed,
until the subsequent influx of Italian,
women restored the normal .propor-
tions.
"But there will be a great difference

between the stream of bread-winning
women starting toward our shores
after the war and that which came be¬
fore August. 1914. Before the war
women came padded with traditions
and customs which restricted sharply
the fi'1'1 of occupation for female la¬
bor. The women who will come to us
after the war will have had these Pad¬
dings largely stripped away by servtceduring the years of juggle in °ccu-
pations once regarded as wholly un
suited if not impossible, to women.
"Aside from the effect that the 'nflux

of such women will have upon the
numbers an<i wage scale of American
men, it will have a trem^°u®^jyon the woman wage-eainersair,..ady

^duTeVa mini-
mum therein such con<J1,lo£3 "'collarS^o the f(uh of Vome.,
"I^et me say right here .Miss we

auer marked her *"n«tness ^lth^measured delivery of her *ora».
t is this impending situation. toS«"*r
with the growing complexity of mol-

SUES""K
with the problems confronting wage-

en"fh"* bilTcarried no reflection upon

demarkation between women in 1

j-he.ru;
rmhcfeUncy- be utHlzeTfoj' SiffeSX andisssrs-iiSSSsSSSfessSf women thin under the direction ofJ i unvf. narticular reference to tnerdTvsical and mental effects of certain
ines of modern industry upon those
who *re to be the mother* of the fu¬
ture generations and the effect of that
effect upon those generations them-

""'.These words." Miss Obenauer went
on to sa- In conclusion, "cover the sit¬
uation. In short, a new division for

the interest of women will, in addition
to caring: for them under present con¬
ditions. make reasonable preparation
for emergency conditions. And such

an effort will be demanded by the sit¬
uation which will, in all probability, be
created here by the establishment of
peace in Europe."

OPEN TILL i P.M. TOMORROW.
FROM TUESDAY ON STORE HOURS 8 TO 6.

By Maintaining tke Highest
Quality-Standards of tke

"Tri-
w ^ *

ear

Men s

Shoes
ALTHO we've had to

raise the price of
nearly all styles to $5.
we've made a hit with
men of judgment.

Of course, everybody knows there's been a tremendous
increase in the cost of producing good shoes.

And we'd surely lost your confidence if we had continued the
S4 "TRI-WEAR" Price.without giving you the "TRI-WEAR"
QUALITY that you've been accustomed to.

So, we're putting out, if anything, a still better ,

"Tri-Wear" Shoe.and when you see /t»
them and test them you'll agree there's
nothing to touch 'em in Washington at.. ^

Other New Men's Fall Shoes, $3 to $8.
We Hope There Won't
Be a Railroad StrikeTANS

"Very Good"
This Fall,
Ladies!

WE'RE showing some just
released by the style

censors that should set you
good dressers a-skeltering
here!

Brown calfskin, brown
kittskin and combina¬
tions of brown calf¬
skin with buck tops of
lighter shade.

At $4, $5, $6, $7 and $8
the Pair.

Rut, should the worst

come to pass, our

School Shoes
Are All In!

AND we're mighty proud
of them. Proud of their

good looks. Proud of the
fact that WE'VE PRO¬
TECTED YOU AGAINST
excessive prices and graded-
down qualities that will pre¬
vail this fall.

Good, dependable
for boys and girls.

kinds

At $2 to $4

Lots of GOOD BARGAINS.on Remaining Low
Shoes.for Men, Women and Children.

I


